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Thirty Years’ History of China’s Marketing Science

LI Fei
(School of Economics and Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing, 100084)

Abstract Since the Reform and Development, China’s marketing research has made great progress in
both dissemination and development of marketing theories. Looking back at the thity years’ history of
China’s marketing research since the Reform and Development, this paper classifies the history into
three periods: Learning and Introducing (1978-1990), Digesting and Absorbing (1991-2000) and
Simulating and Innovating (2001-2008). The characters and drivers of each period are discussed
afterwards. Then this paper summarizes the events, landmark achievements and theories innovation in
both marketing research fields and related environments of each period. Finally, it gives advice to the
further development of marketing research.

Keywords Marketing science, China’s marketing history
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